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Course Description:

The development of various religions from prehistoric to modern times. Political, economic, social and geographic relationships among world religions. Consideration of both Eastern and Western religions. Prerequisites: None.

Cross-References: HIS243, PHI243, REL243

World Religions satisfies the Humanities and Fine Arts (HU) and Global Awareness (G) requirements of the Arizona General Education Curriculum (AGEC). 

Required Readings:

Philip Novak, The World’s Wisdom: Sacred Texts of the World’s Religions.

Huston Smith, The World’s Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions. 

Course Competencies:

1. Describe the influence of world religions on social, economic, and political developments.

2. Describe similarities and differences among the beliefs, traditions, and practices of major world religions.

3. Describe the practices and beliefs of Hinduism and the historical impact on Indian society.

4. Describe the principles and practices of Buddhism and the historical impact on Buddhist societies.

5. Describe Islamic theology and practices and the historical impact in the Middle East.

6. Describe Judaic doctrine and thelogy and how it has influenced Jewish traditions and practices.

7. Describe Christian theology and its variations in Roman Catholicism, Eastern orthodoxy, and Protestantism.

8. Describe the roles of ethics and religious beliefs in Confucianism and its historical impact on Chinese society (optional). 

9. Describe the practices and beliefs of Taoism and the historical impact on Chinese society (optional).

10. Describe the historical impact of Christianity in the Western world. 

Course Outline:

I. INTRODUCTION: Religion, meaning and approaches to the study of world   

   religions.

A. Defining “religion”

B. Overview of major world religions

C. Influence of religion on historical developments in the world’s societies

D. Dimensions of religion:

historical

practical and ritual

experiential and emotional

narrative and mythic

doctrinal and philosophical

ethical and legal

social and institutional, material

II. PRIMAL RELIGIONS


Smith, Chapter 9; Novak, Chapter 8

A. Myth

B. Sacred time and space

C. The shaman

III. HINDUISM


Novak, Chapter 1; Smith, Chapter 2

A. Hindu gods and goddesses

B. Yoga and the paths to God

C. Hindu traditions and practices

IV. BUDDHISM


Novak, Chapter 2; Smith, Chapter 3

A. Life of Gautama Sakyamuni

B. Four Noble Truths and the Eight-Fold Path

C. Mahayana, Theravada, and Zen Buddhism

D. Buddhist monasticism

E. Buddhist society

V. CHINESE RELIGIONS: Confucianism and Taoism


Smith, Chapters 4 and 5; Novak, Chapters 3 and 4

A. Confucius

B. Ethics vs. religion

C. Confucian influence on Asian societies

D. Tao Te Ching
VI. JUDAISM


Smith, Chapter 7; Novak, Chapter 5; Hebrew Bible

A. Concept of God

B. The Torah

C. Judaic doctrine and theology

D. Jewish traditions and practices

VII. CHRISTIANITY


Smith, Chapter 8; Novak, Chapter 6; The New Testament

A. Life and teachings of Jesus

B. Christian theology

C. Roman Catholicism

D. Eastern Orthodoxy

E. Protestantism

F. Christian traditions and practices

VIII. ISLAM


Smith, Chapter 6; Novak, Chapter 7; The Qur’an

A. Life of the Prophet Muhammad

B. The Qur’an and Islamic law

C. Basic theological concepts: Five Pillars of Islam

D. Islamic traditions and practices

Taping Policy:

Audio or videotaping classroom lectures and activities and prohibited except by permission of the instructor.

Attendance Policy:

Attendance and participation in class discussions are important to learning the subject. Attendance will be checked and factored into the grade for class participation. A student may be withdrawn from class after three unexcused absences. 

Course Requirements and Grading Policy:

The final grade will be based on the fulfillment of the following requirements:

1. Two reflection papers based on guide questions; instructions will be provided during the course of the semester; at least ten pages each (20 points each = total 40 points)

2.  Final integration paper based on guide questions; summation of ideas and religions and societies discussed in class (20 points). 

Course Requirements and Grading Policy (continued):

3.  Quizzes - All quizzes will be unannounced; you are not allowed   

      to make up quizzes (20 points).

4.  Global Awareness Project – This project should describe the influence of world religions on social, economic, and political developments. Options will be provided during the semester (20 points).

90-100 points – A – Excellent

80-89 points  -  B – Above average

70-79 points  -  C – Average

60-69 points  -  D – Passing

59 and below -  F – Failure
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