Request to Establish an Instructional Council
Proposed Name of Council:
 Environmental Science Instructional Council (ENV-IC)
Prefix(es) to be Assigned to Council:  ENV – Environmental Sciences
District Curriculum Committee approved the ENV subject on May 1, 2006:

Effective Term: 2006 Fall 

Instructional Council (IC Code):  Operational Deans (72) until a new council is 
formed in support of the ENV curriculum.
Initiating Institution: Phoenix College   

Content Description: Individuals delivering the content for Environmental 
Sciences have knowledge in one or, most often, more of the following 
fields: Biology, Chemistry, Engineering, Environmental Science, Physical 
Geography, Geology, Physics, and/or Agricultural Science. The content 
includes analysis of living and non-living environmental component 
interactions, the Earth’s atmosphere, and analysis of scientific methods of 
investigation.   

Hiring Qualifications: The same qualifications as those listed for Academic 
Teaching Fields, or a bachelor's degree plus 3 years work experience in 
field to be taught, or an associate's degree or 64 semester hours and 5 
years work experience in the field to be taught, or · 5 years work 
experience in the field to be taught and EDU 250 - Overview of the 
Community Colleges-or equivalent must be completed within two years of 
date of hire.
Proposed Council Membership:

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the discipline, it is necessary for faculty in related areas to be invited to participate.  In addition to faculty teaching ENV, the following specific areas are recommended:

· Discipline faculty from:  Agriculture, Applied Technology, Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Geography, Mathematics, Physics, Computer Science

· The colleges would be asked to identify the members from the above disciplines to serve on the ENV IC.  Each would receive curriculum proposals and related materials, however only one member would be designated as the voting member.  

Rationale for Establishing a New Council:

· The proposed ENV-IC requests that curriculum matters pertaining to ENV courses be sent to it for consideration.

· ENV is a highly interdisciplinary science prefix and as such cannot be successfully assigned to a pre-existing IC.

· ENV will encompass courses for academic transfer and occupational programs.

· Transfer pathways will include the first two years for both BS and BAS Degrees and thus include both AS and AAS Degrees at MCCD.

MCCCD Suggested Criteria for Instructional Council Evaluation of Curriculum Proposals:

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the discipline, the Chairperson of the new ENV-IC will seek input on curriculum proposals from IC’s of related disciplines when their input will assure that the proposed:

· Content is educationally sound and appropriate for community college students
Content is part of the discipline indicated by the prefix 

· Credits are appropriate for content covered

· Instructor load is appropriate for required instructional effort

· Course title and description accurately reflect course content
· Prerequisites and/or corequisites are appropriate for content covered
· Competencies reflect appropriate student skills related to the content covered
· Outline identifies the key content headings necessary to cover the topic adequately

· Duplication of content of other courses in the discipline(s) assigned to the Instructional Council has been considered
Recommendation:  
The faculty recommends that a new Instructional Council (Environmental Sciences Instructional Council) be formed to fulfill the purpose and roles consistent with other established councils in order to support Environmental Sciences at the course and program levels and to remove these roles from the Operational Deans Council. 
__________________________________
___________

Phil Pepe Ph.D. (Phoenix College)

Date

___________________________________
___________

Marshall Logvin (South Mountain College)
Date
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